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be sure, slipped back into his " whipping-boy " theory of 1912 and received ample applause; this proceeded from the English on the one hand, who as they did not want the war, according to their own assertion, had to distort the matter and stamp me as a war agitator, and on the other hand from German democracy, which is glad after the result of the war solemnly to abjure the understanding they showed from 1900 to 1914 of Germany's need of foundations of power. I shall not deny myself the insertion of the following sample of contemporary German history-writing. The Frankfurter Zeitung writes, 1918, No. 330: " Was not Lord Haldane in Berlin, and did he not propose a treaty which would only have left us a moderate distance behind the English fleet? Bethmann did not accept this proposal, and we know well why. Not because he did not want to do so himself, nor because he had not recognized that this solution was wholly sufficient for Germany's justified interests, but because he was miserably afraid of Tirpitz and his journalistic companions, of the impudent, criminal propaganda which the Admiralty was carrying on at the expense of the German taxpayer." The low-mindedness that, apart from the untruth, speaks out of such press utterances, which unhappily are not isolated, relieves England of the trouble of producing the proof of her generosity and of German roguery. In reality it so happened that Haldane's proposal amounted to the abandonment of the German Navy Bill, and I heard from the Frankfurter Zeitung for the first time the incorrect opinion